
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
April 12, 2011 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 12th day of April, 2011.  Mayor Ron Williams called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Alderman Ardrey led the council in prayer.  
Following the invocation, Mayor Williams lead the council in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.  Mayor Williams then directed Deputy City Clerk Ripley to 
call the roll.  The roll was called with the following  
 
Present: Barbara Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Mark 
Costa, Sandra Bullar, Gary McComb 
 
Absent:  Dan Bratton, Russell Brown 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the March 7th, 2011 council meeting.  All 
aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #397                        
through April 7, 2011, accounts receivable through March 31, 2011, and 
payroll through March 31, 2011.  All aldermen received a copy of the 
accounts payable, accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to 
the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Costa 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
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REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
1) Blaine Ensor approached the Council on his Beautification 

proposal for the City.  After much discussion, a meeting was 
set for Tuesday, April 26th at 6:00 p.m. at Liberty Theatre 

2) John Medwedeff addressed the Council on his past due bill 
for Town Center Park.  He requested that the bill be resolved 
ASAP. 

3) Rachel Ensor advised the Council of the Historic 
Preservation & Economic Development presentation at Noon 
on April 15th 

4) Mike Ryan stated that he was concerned with the issue on 
dogs not being allowed to be tethered for more than 10 
hours per day.  Mr. Ryan suggested that we refocus our 
concern on more important matters. 

5) Linda Prescott requested clarification on collection of past 
due water bills.  She inquired as to how far back we can go 
for collection.  Attorney Blake advised that he will research 
the issue. 

6) Jed Wallace  asked why our ordinances were not being 
enforced and further stated that Town Center Park was in full 
ADA compliance. 

7) Bruce Garibotti declared that there were issues on North 9th 
Street and the Old Rome.  He is concerned about the noise 
levels, matters of trespassing, public urination, and liquor 
consumption outside of the Old Rome property.   

8) Celeste Williams acknowledged that the drinking outside 
must stop.  Ms. Williams is scared that something bad is 
going to happen.  She wants drinking restricted to inside the 
building only. 

9) Lisa Dooley was concerned with the parking at the Old 
Rome.  She stated that she was not able to park at her 
residence and her son was handicap.   

10) Marilyn Smerken suggested that all issues be reported to the 
Police Department when the violations occur. 

 
Motion:  To approve installation of a handicap parking sign at the 
Southeast corner of 9th & Hickory Street.   
Motion by Alderman Costa Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
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COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Alderman Ardrey read the minutes of the Budget & Finance Committee meeting 
of March 28, 2011.   
 
Motion:  To approve paying account payable register #395 and #396 
through 3/28/11.  
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Alderman Pierson read the minutes of the Public Works Committee meeting of 
March 28, 2011. 
 
Motion:  To approve Motor Fuel Tax Resolution for 2011 for Oil and Chip 
Program in the approximate amount of $75,000.  
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve deletion of Article X (Owner/Occupant Responsibility) 
in the electrical code and insert new Article X (Additional Requirements 
and Definitions).  
Motion by Alderman Pierson Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve adding a 30 calendar day time frame to demolition 
requests unless an extension of time has been obtained in writing from the 
Code Enforcement Office.   
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Alderman Bastien read the minutes of the Public Improvement Committee 
meeting of March 28, 2011 
 
Motion:  To approve appointing Sue Mills to the Historic Preservation 
Commission.  
Motion by Alderman Bastien Seconded by Alderman Costa 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Alderman Bullar read the minutes of the Public Safety Committee meeting of 
March 28, 2011. 
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Mayor Williams tabled discussion on the requirement that a dog could not 
be tethered for more than 10 consecutive hours in a 24 hour period.   
 
Mayor Williams tabled any action on the motion To erect No Stopping, No 
Standing, and No Parking signs from Dale Blaise’s office to GJAL from 
2p.m. to 4:30 p.m. during school sessions until wording clarification could 
be obtained from legal counsel. 
 
Alderman Pierson read the minutes of the Building & Grounds Committee 
meeting of March 28, 2011. 
 
No action taken. 
 
Alderman Costa read the minutes of the Community Relations Committee 
meeting of March 28, 2011 
 
No action taken 
 
Alderman Ardrey read the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting of March 
28, 2011. 
 
No action taken.  
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor stated the following: 
 

1) Proclamations for Child Abuse Prevention Month, Community Banking 
Month and National Telecommunicator’s Week were presented. 

2) The Chamber of Commerce is putting together a City/County map for use 
in marketing Murphysboro.  The City was approached on putting in an 
advertisement for the cost of $1995.   

 
Motion:  To approve advertising in the city map being put together by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Motion by Alderman Bastien  Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 

3) The drain at 1223 North 16th Street is in need of being replaced.  Cost 
estimate for the replacement is $1696.80 

 
Motion:  To approve replacement of the drain at 1223 North 16th Street. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar   Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
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4) Fred Ellis was contracted to remove the tree at 22nd & Hortense as it was 
a hazardous threat to the neighborhood.   

 
5) The City of Ava was interested in purchasing some of our water 

customers.  It was suggested that we take the issue to Committee for 
further discussion. 

 
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barbara Hughes none 
 
Vicki Ardrey none 
 
Bill Pierson none 
 
Mike Bastien commented on the City-Wide Boil Water Order 
 
Mark Costa none 
 
Sandi Bullar sympathized with the 9th Street residents 
 
Gary McComb none 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Blake, Richard none 

Bock, Jeff: commented on the Rt. 13 & Country Club Road intersection 

Kennedy, Eric none 
 
Manwaring, Brian none 
 
Otey, Verdonna none 
 
Ripley, Sandra none 
 
Swafford, Steve none 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bullar  
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m. 
 


